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Maureen Footer
- - o . liked several
utting the Riviera in the Renta
Géorgia Tapert
Even In temporary homes, she aims for che- Living
1 5 gance, o quality that was much on display in a in SoHo: one
Creallng an environment model aparment she decorated s Manhaitan of leaf-shaped
B Hisse, 200 Exst 6610 Street, It is still on view for R
that lets you focus on what's  prospective buyers. Pl
4 : Bat “that does not mean you have 1o have or- and this one,
I‘EE"}’ important: IEIE.XII'IE. gandy cocktall napkins,” sadd Ms. Footer, who shaped like an
Erew up in San Francisco in o 19205 [talanate vil o

—_—— I with mine bedrooms, a ballroom and a flower- artichake,
arranging room. Elegance means creating “a 585, m A5G

roTenTiAL Maureen Footer at the CB2 store
in SoHo, with the 53,95 Libertini glass,

By SUZANNE SLESIN

OR many peopée, moving imo @
summer rental means throwing a
sheet over the limpy sola or rush-
img out 1o the hardware store and
slocking up on plastic tumblers and
paper plates,

Bait there i3 a bemer way. Mai-
reen Foobter, 4 Mew York decorstos, i3 0 siran-
ger 1o the challenges ol renting bess-than-perfect
summer places, and she has come a long way
from the time she spent a manth with only 23-
watl bulks in @ 19186 house on an island in Lake
Chamgplain

certain sase and efficiency that allows you fo fo-
cus on what*s really important,” she said.

Folding card tables, broken chairs, poor read-
Img lights and shabty towels are simply not re-
laxing. she aaid.

That mary explain Ms. Footer's approach to fix-
ing up a summer rental with the peppy precision
of n fivesstar general in o uniform of a pleated
skirt pnd Mamolos,

Some of her deas lor making a temporary
perch a real home are inexpensive, Dut ofhers
are nok, aned are mesnt 1o be shved,

=1 believe in investing in things with an gye ta
brimging 1hem back to one's city life ot the end of
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the season,” she said.

Focusing on & French theme for her (heoret-
Izl vacation remial {in delerence 1o the time
she speml in praduase school at the Louvre in
Paria), Ms. Pooter chose o bise aed white color
scheme, “1n the country those colors e ver-
saibe and fresh, amd in the city they beoome
neutrals znd look grest with Lerra colta, peach,
baige, greenor vellow,” dhe said

Dotimg up the Baxdroom topped her list. =No
matter whal people beave you, it will nol be i
lor a peincess,” Ms. Fooler said. =1 can only
sbeep on while percale sheets,” she pdded

She chose Egypiian cotion bedding, known
lor its softness, from a Wl site that benefns
e Colemial Williamsbarg Foundaison, *Thais
even more important thas the thread count,™
she gahl. The line is mostly white with a lovely
sprinkting of bl fowesrs. “Doesnt it ok n
little like Porihauls?™ sk said, relerring to the
Tancher ani morne princess-priced linens,

Anid becaiss nothing i mone annoying than
it Beingg abde 16 see well enowgh io read in
hed, Ms. Fooder el iRt o leal-shaped papeer-
ke e table Bamp from Georgia Tapert Living
in SoMo would be wonderfully woribwhile, not
only because it stcommodaed a Ti-waki balb
but becawse some of the procecds from s sale
benels the Haitian antizans who made it One
by e same artisan, with a base shaped bike
m b haobor, wis good for e living rooam,

A trip o Broadway Panbandier in Green-
wich Village produced a six-inch Wiksthol
Classic knife and whise Maed soulflé dishes
“They“re also great for serving salads,” she
=23, Sher al=o Bad 10 have the souvenir of Paris
il terwels with the Exllel Tower, = Adornble.”
she sald. “And vou s o paper lowels.™

But what's a vacation if you can’t entertain

in =tyle? Or as Ms. Fooler put i: "Doesn't
sunmamer living resodve aroand cocloails

AL CH2, om bower Broadvway, she masde & bee-
lirez for thee large Libertimis. The cone-shapsd
Blasses were, she thought, just right for & one-
marienl-per-gues panty, Bt also for serving
sorbet, bermices or even ceneal

On ihe Web she cnme seross o folding bar
Aray, =1t alsmils summmer on the Riviera with
Code Porter,” Me. Fooler said. And when ihe
seqason ends, i will fig inbo sny décor,

A for the china, if it ks chipped, mizmatched
or inadeguate for guesis, sbeps must be laken,
and the choites need not be costly

M, Footer has akbwavs loved the Basic blue-
and-white-siriped dishes from Pearl River, on
Broadway in Sobo, which come i more (han
o dosen shapes and sizes and range in price
from $4.50 for & amsd] bowl to $30.50 for a tea-
ped £ 202434770, peaririver com). She thinks
the Jasper Comran Cliinolsenie Bone china
plates are the basis for & memorable semener
dinmer and will look great o Thanksgivieg oo,

I the garden is neglected, Ms. Footer says,
wikiy mob eneest in o fanbislous tenbed pavilicn
Ehak can be disassembled nt surmnss's emd?
A a few solar-powered jars and you'll be all
se1 for drop-ins, rin or shine. After lunch, the
decorator saggesis, gaiher ibe group for o
lively game of pétangue, a Provengal version
of Loy b ing,

To il 10 yesir French vocabulary over the
weckend, she fousd jus the right thing: a
shower cartain from Targed that rranslaes
om0l the words that come in handy on irips.
A% 2000 B3 YOU ArTEve, dpiaisd (exhausted), of
conirse, pat your ot ug on the canapss
(oouch), grab a few bonbons (candy) or & plate
ol froenage (cheess) and énjoy your week-end
(wekoerad).



